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internationally esteemed German-American 
chemist, inventor, and innovator who immi-
grated to the U.S. from Nazi Germany in 
1936. Throughout his career, Dr. Gruen has 
been driven by his curiosity and commitment 
to science—allowing him to make critical con-
tributions to nuclear fission and fusion, solar 
energy, energy storage, and conservation. 
Specifically, Dr. Gruen has made several key 
technological advancements such as the nu-
clear submarine reactor cooling design and 
purification of uranium used to end World War 
II in the Pacific theater. 

Through this work and countless other self-
less endeavors, Dr. Gruen has been recog-
nized by the international scientific community 
with numerous awards—including from Ar-
gonne National Laboratory, Northwestern Uni-
versity, and the Patent Law Association of 
Chicago—for his pioneering research in chem-
istry, physics, along with the emerging fields of 
materials and nanoscience. Dr. Gruen has 
been granted over 60 U.S. patents for his 
work in alternative energy and discoveries in 
interdisciplinary subjects. His lifelong contribu-
tion to science and alternative energy tech-
nology is exemplary and his work continues 
through today. Dr. Gruen’s tireless efforts to 
solve future clean energy challenges pre-
sented by climate change is seldom exhibited 
by an individual. Humble and unpretentious, 
Dr. Gruen has and remains the embodiment of 
a dedicated American and pure scientist. 

Dr. Gruen’s story is the story of many immi-
grant Americans: those who left behind places 
of persecution, discrimination, and lack of op-
portunity for a brighter future. Those who ar-
rived on our shores and helped build our na-
tion through their hard-work, courageous spirit, 
unyielding dedication, and personal sacrifice. 
His courage and tenacity is an inspiration for 
us all. 

Through the years, I have had the great 
pleasure of sitting down with Dr. Gruen, and 
learned from his countless stories about his 
work on the Manhattan Project, the nuts and 
bolts of nuclear fission technology, and his 
unique journey to the United States. At 99, Dr. 
Gruen still sees the world as a place of vast 
opportunities for technological innovation, a 
quality that I know encourages my own opti-
mism to tackle issues facing our society. 

For the reasons mentioned here and many 
more, I sincerely believe that Dr. Dieter Gruen 
should be awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom for his lifelong contributions to 
science and technology that continue today. 
Dr. Gruen’s tireless efforts to solve future en-
ergy challenges is seldom exhibited by an in-
dividual. Humble and unpretentious, Dr. Gruen 
has and remains the embodiment of a dedi-
cated American and pure scientist. 

In April 2021, my colleagues Representa-
tives BILL FOSTER, FRENCH HILL, JERRY 
MCNERNEY, and CHERI BUSTOS joined me in 
supporting Dr. Gruen’s nomination for the 
highest civilian award in this country. Dr. 
Gruen has dedicated his life to science and 
made monumental contributions to shaping 
the United States as a leader and world power 
in technology, innovation, and national de-
fense. 

Congratulations to Dr. Gruen for his dec-
ades of accomplishments and exceptional 
contributions to science and the national secu-
rity interests of the United States. I cannot 
think of a more deserving citizen for this 
award and today I wish him the happiest of 
birthdays. 
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Mr. BUCK. Madam Speaker, as a member 
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, I rise 
to highlight the importance of the strategic re-
lationship between the United States and 
Mongolia. 

Though geographically surrounded by two 
countries, Russia to the north and China to 
the south, I am told that Mongolia recognizes 
the United States as its ‘‘third neighbor’’—a 
key partnership forged through diplomatic, 
military, cultural, and economic relationships 
that provide immense value to both nations. 

As the United States continually adapts, 
analyzes, and innovates to stay ahead of chal-
lenges from global competitors like China and 
Russia, maintaining and strengthening rela-
tionships with regional allies like Mongolia is 
critical. Since establishing formal diplomatic 
relations in 1987, and the country’s peaceful 
democratic revolution in 1990, the United 
States and Mongolia have partnered to ex-
pand political and financial cooperation and to 
advance market-based reforms to stabilize 
and grow economic opportunities for Mongo-
lian citizens. 

The U.S. State Department’s 2021 Invest-
ment Climate Statement on Mongolia high-
lighted the importance of direct foreign invest-
ment, especially from western companies and 
institutions, as pivotal for the growth and sta-
bility of the Mongolian economy. Mongolia is 
making efforts to bolster investor confidence 
by reiterating its commitment to implementing 
the U.S.-Mongolia Agreement on Trans-
parency in Matters Related to International 
Trade and Investment. This agreement pro-
vides greater regulatory certainty and trans-
parency for domestic and foreign investors by 
requiring a public-comment period before new 
regulations become final. 

The State Department’s report highlights 
areas of success where investments have out-
performed expectations, particularly in retail 
and service sectors of the economy. The re-
port also identifies sectors where greater cer-
tainty is needed to ensure continued economic 
growth, including the mining and natural re-
sources industries. 

To quote from the report: 
‘‘The Oyu Tolgoi copper and gold mine has 

resurfaced as a bellwether of Mongolia’s in-
vestment climate. Upon reaching full pro-
duction, the mine may produce as much as 25 
percent of Mongolia’s GDP. Resolving an on-
going investment dispute related to the mine 
between the government and multi-national 
shareholders is seen by many investors as es-
sential to improving Mongolia’s investment 
climate image internationally.’’ (2021 Invest-
ment Climate Statements: Mongolia, 2021) 

A stable and robust Mongolian economy is 
central not only to the country’s democratic, 
cultural, and financial independence, but it is 
also a clear strategic asset to the United 
States. I commend the Mongolian government 
for the steps it has taken to welcome and 
incentivize investment into its economy and 
encourage the government to continue to 
make progress on the institutional and legal 
measures that are needed to secure existing 
capital and encourage further investments into 
local jobs, businesses, and economic opportu-

nities for the Mongolian people. On behalf of 
the 4th Congressional District of Colorado, I 
am honored to recognize the important rela-
tionship between the United States and Mon-
golia. 
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Mr. FERGUSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Antibiotic Awareness Week 
as we work to combat a looming public health 
and national security crisis that may one day 
be our next pandemic if left unaddressed: anti-
microbial resistance (AMR). 

Applying the lessons learned from the 
COVID–19 pandemic by investing in pandemic 
preparedness now will save lives later. That is 
why I am spearheading bipartisan, bicameral 
legislation, the Pioneering Antimicrobial Sub-
scriptions to End Upsurging Resistance Act, 
also known as the PASTEUR Act. 

Through a partnership between the federal 
government and industry, this bill encourages 
innovative drug development to target the 
most threatening infections, improves the ap-
propriate use of antibiotics, and ensures do-
mestic availability when needed. 

Madam Speaker, as we tackle this next 
medical frontier, we must bring together the 
unique capabilities and resources of the public 
and private sectors to solve the market fail-
ures impeding the development of new lines of 
antibiotics. 

The PASTEUR Act accomplishes this, and 
I’m encouraged our legislation is included in a 
groundbreaking package introduced this 
week—Cures 2.0 that builds on the 21st Cen-
tury Cures Act of 2016—taking another impor-
tant step toward addressing antimicrobial re-
sistance. 
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HONORING THE LEGACY OF JAMES 
MERIMON PAINTER 

HON. TED BUDD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 18, 2021 

Mr. BUDD. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the legacy of James Merimon Painter, 
who passed away in Prospect Hill, North 
Carolina on October 23, 2021. 

James Painter spent his entire life advo-
cating for and serving the community he 
loved. From helping his parents on their farm 
during the Great Depression, to advising the 
Caswell Vocational Commission Services and 
the Caswell Civic Center Committees, Painter 
was one who truly put his community before 
himself. 

James took his knowledge of farming with 
him to the United States Navy where he was 
selected to lead a farming unit on the Mariana 
Island of Tinian to feed American Gls in the 
Pacific. While serving, he sustained serious in-
juries from sniper fire; and on a separate oc-
casion, his tractor ran over a land-mine. Fol-
lowing the incident, Mr. Painter jokingly said, 
‘‘that was a waste of a perfectly good tractor.’’ 
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